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Learning Unit 1 : The Birth of the Nation 

The Celts; the origins of Halloween; Caesar and the Druids; Roman Britain; The Anglo- Saxons; The 

treasure of Sutton Hoo, Beowulf: a national epic; the Epic poem; Beowulf and Grendel; Beowulf’s 

funeral; Good vs Evil; compare Beowulf and The Lord of the Rings; film Beowulf; film The Lord of the 

Rings; The Viking attacks; the Elegy;  the Norman Invasion; The Domesday Book. 

 

Learning Unit 2: Developing Society 

A war of succession; The Gothic Cathedral; King John and the Magna Carta; Habeas Corpus; Robin 

Hood, The medieval ballad, Bonny Barbara Allen, The birth of Parliament, internet lab : English 

Parliament and Italian Parliament; the three orders of medieval society; Thomas Malory and the knights 

of the round table; Geoffrey Chaucer ; The Canterbury Tales; Chaucer and Bocaccio; The Blach Death; 

the wars of the roses. 

 

 

Learning Unit 3: A Cultural Awakening 

The Tudors Henry VII, Henry VIII, Mary I; Elizabeth I;  Portraits of Queen Elizabeth I; Elizabeth the 

films; Elizabeth entertainment; the most popular team sports; the origins of tennis; An expanding world; 

The English Renaissance; the sonnet; Shakespeare’s sonnet; the English and the Italian sonnet; 

Shakespeare and Petrarch; Woman, lady, mistress; My mistress’ eyes, Shakespeare;  the shadow of death; 

King by divine right; the origin of Thanksgiving Day; the Gunpowder Plot; Guy Fawkes; Christopher 

Marlowe;  

 

 

Learning Unit 4: William Shakespeare: England’s genius 

William Shakespeare; Shakespeare in Love- film; Shakespeare’s  London; The structure of Theatres; the 

Globe; the world of drama; Shakespeare’s plays : comedies, tragedies, historical; opening scenes in 

Shakespeare’s plays; Dramatic effect in Shakespeare; Shakespeare technique: the aside; the dialogue, the 

monologue, the soliloquy;  
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